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March 29, 2012 

 

To: The Vermont Legislature, House Health Care Committee 

 

Re:  S. 199, H. 527, An Act Relating to Immunization Exemptions and the  

Immunization Pilot Program 

 

Honorable Vermont Legislators: 

 

 We all want the same thing: The best health for all concerned. I invite you to consider 

3 distinctions that may help to reconcile the radically opposing views: 

I. Philosophical exemptions address a non-medical, human rights issue. Vaccines cause 

permanent disability and death.
1
 Doctors can’t tell you whether or not your child will be 

disabled or killed by a vaccine. Scholars disagree on the utilitarian issue (should the 

individual be forced to risk injury or death for the presumed good of the whole?). Therefore, 

philosophical exemptions are a moral and ethical imperative. 

However, the “benefit of the whole” presumption doesn’t hold up to scrutiny: 

• There is insufficient data for a cost-benefit assessment: 

o The FDA, CDC and other medical authorities report that only 1% to 10% of vaccine 

adverse events are reported.
2
 90% - 99% of vaccine harm goes unreported.  

o Congressional testimony revealed that medical students are taught not to report 

vaccine adverse events,
3
 despite the federal reporting requirement.

4
 

o A survey found that as few as 2.5% of pediatricians (New York) report vaccine 

adverse events to the government.
5
 

• The benefit to the whole is unknown. Herd Immunity is disproved: 

o 90 - 95% of 20
th
 Century infectious disease decline preceded vaccines. Diseases with 

no vaccine declined along with diseases that did.
6
  

o Vaccine protection lasts from 2 to 10 years. The majority of our population consists of 

adults who were last vaccinated as children, and have been unprotected for decades. 

Diseases have not returned.
7
 

II.   We must distinguish between medical science and medical politics.  

• Polio was not eliminated by vaccines: 

o In 1962, Dr. Bernard Greenberg, Biostatistics Department Head at the University of 

North Carolina School of Public Health, testified before Congress that cases of polio 

increased substantially after the first polio vaccine was introduced—50% from 1957-

58, and 80% from 1958-59—and that the Public Health Service deliberately 

manipulated statistics to give the opposite impression.
8
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o Polio declined in countries that didn’t vaccinate, too.
9
  

• Exemptions don’t cause outbreaks: 

o 5% - 15% of vaccinated children are not immune (CDC).
10

 Only 1% – 2.5% of 

children are exempt (JAMA),
11

 and exempt children can get natural immunity, without 

even getting sick (CDC).
12

 (Vermont DPH’s 5.4% exempt figure includes partially 

vaccinated children.) By far, most non-immune children are vaccinated! 

• Vaccines have not left us better off: 

o The U.S. vaccinates more than any other country—twice the average of 30 western 

nations. Yet, the CIA Factbook lists the U.S. as 49
th

 in infant mortality and the U.N. 

Population Division as 34
th

—well below that of other western nations.
 13

 

o A 2011 study found that “nations that require more vaccine doses tend to have higher 

infant mortality rates.”
14

 There are 330+ vaccines on the market or in development.
15

 

• There is substantial evidence connecting vaccines with autism: 

o The Vaccine Injury Compensation Program has been compensating vaccine-injured 

children with autism for the past two decades (Pace Environmental Law Review).
16

 

o Published 2011 studies found: 1) A 1% increase in vaccination coverage results in 680 

more autism cases,
17

 2) “Documented causes of autism include . . . encephalitis 

following vaccination,”
18

  and 3) The correlation between aluminum in vaccines and 

autism may be causal.
19

 

III. This is not a referendum on vaccination.  

It’s not about removing the mandate, it’s about preserving an exception. 

• This bill is not about whether vaccines are “good” or “bad”, it’s about whether or not 

government should impose on citizens one view on an inherently complex issue on which 

experts disagree. The vaccine controversy needs an open, transparent forum, where all 

credible information may be fairly considered, in a true democratic process. We’re asking 

you to preserve that form and process. 

• The philosophical exemption allows parents to do some, but not all, vaccines, and to delay 

vaccines—positions that doctors increasingly support. Removing the exemption will make 

vaccines an “all or nothing” proposition. 

• There are other proven ways to address infectious disease that work better, cost less, and 

are safe, they just don’t profit the pharmaceutical industry.
20, 21

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

        
Alan Phillips 

N.C. Bar No. 30436 
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